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Population and Employment 
Projections

1.2.4 Where planning is conducted by an upper-tier municipality, the upper-tier municipality in 
consultation with lower-tier municipalities shall: 
a) identify and allocate population, housing and employment projections for lower-tier municipalities. 

Allocations and projections by upper-tier municipalities shall be based on and reflect provincial plans 
where these exist and informed by provincial guidelines; 

b) identify areas where growth or development will be directed, including the identification of nodes 
and the corridors linking these nodes; 

c) identify targets for intensification and redevelopment within all or any of the lower-tier 
municipalities, including minimum targets that should be met before expansion of the boundaries of 
settlement areas is permitted in accordance with policy 1.1.3.8; 

d) where major transit corridors exist or are to be developed, identify density targets for areas adjacent 
or in proximity to these corridors and stations, including minimum targets that should be met before 
expansion of the boundaries of settlement areas is permitted in accordance with policy 1.1.3.8; and 

e) provide policy direction for the lower-tier municipalities on matters that cross municipal boundaries. 



Current Projections (2016)

Based on 2011 Census



Current Projections (2016)

Based on 2011 Census



What’s Changed? 
• Official Plan approved in 2022 by OLT
• Census 2021 data vs 2011
• Draft 2023 PPS requires enough land to 

accommodate 25+ years of growth 
• Ontario and SDG growing faster than 

previously projected
• Higher than historical housing demand 
• Growth in logistics sector and some recovery 

in manufacturing post 2011
• Growth in work from home 
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Past trends vs new forecast

• While current development proposals and projects are 
considered, historical growth patterns, employment base, 
and building permit rates are key factors to growth 
forecasting models

• New projections forecast stronger housing, employment and 
population growth than previous projections

• As development projects move forward towards completion, 
the population projections can be updated and revised

• Aging population in SDG overall and some older housing may 
also be demolished 



Next Steps
• Provincial Planning Statement anticipated to be finalized Fall 

2023 by Ministry of Municipal Affairs and Housing 
• New flexibility to allow for land to be planned and designated 

beyond 25 years provided the following matters are 
considered:

• a) sufficient capacity in existing or planned infrastructure/facilities 
• b) the applicable lands do not comprise specialty crop areas; 
• c) the new or expanded settlement area complies with the minimum 

distance separation formulae; 
• d) impacts on agricultural lands and operations which are adjacent or close 

to the settlement area are avoided, or where avoidance is not possible, 
minimized and mitigated to the extent feasible 

• e) the new or expanded settlement area provides for the phased 
progression of urban development.



Next Steps
• Official Plan Amendments for new growth areas anticipated 

Winter 2024



Next Steps
• Rural hamlet boundaries and severance limits per property 

also being reviewed 



Thank you 


